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October 7, 2016 
 
Hello PS 11 Families,  
 
I feel so lucky to be working in a school community that makes thoughtful decisions about how our students are spending their time 
and growing their minds. We are constantly pushing our practices to make certain that our students are provided with the best possible 
opportunities to reach their potential. 
 
Last year our School Leadership Team (SLT) spent a tremendous amount of time reviewing the research around homework and its 
relation to academic progress for elementary school students.  The research was overwhelmingly clear that aside from reading, 
homework did not have any positive impact on young students’ growth. You can review that research HERE.  After many debates and 
much reading, our SLT made a decision to eliminate traditional homework. We still expect our students to read each and every day, 
but teachers will no longer be assigning or checking homework.  We believe that the decision about how a child spends his or her time 
after school should be a family decision and not defined by homework assignments. We are so pleased to see that schools in our great 
city and in fact across the country and around the globe are paying careful attention to this research and are adopting similar protocols. 
 
The research is also pretty clear about activities that do have a positive impact on our young learners and their academic progress. You 
can find examples HERE. Within her research, Denise Pope refers to these activities as PDF.  
 

• P is for Playtime. Children should PLAY. Play helps our children develop so many important skills that promote their 
growth.  

 
• D is for DOWNTIME. Downtime is the time for your kids to relax, reflect, and unwind - time that is not focused on 

structured play or academics.  Kids especially need downtime throughout the day for general physical and emotional health 
and well-being (Larson & Kleiber, 1993). 

 
• F is for FAMILY TIME. This just may be the most important. Spending time with family, talking, and laughing has a huge 

impact on how your child will begin to see themselves and the world.  When kids are part of a family unit that spends time 
together, they are more likely to feel supported, safe, and loved unconditionally (Hofferth & Sandberg, 2001). We encourage 
all of our families to have some PDF time each and every day.  
 

We do understand that some families may want their child to continue to practice school work at home so we have worked really hard 
to create some supports for you. Two of our supports are called HOP and PS11Showme.  
 
HOP (Home Based Optional Practice) is a treasure trove of curriculum-based activities that you can do with your child at home. Our 
teachers have designed the HOPs to match each unit of study. If you would like your child to spend his/her after school time engaged 
in more academic tasks, HOP is a great resource.  Our web master and teacher Ms. Rosevear has created an online tutorial showing 
how to navigate our Hop website. You can access this informative video HERE.  
 
Our PS11Showme videos are designed to give you insight into the strategies we use to teach students.  Ever wonder how we teach 
students to solve a double digit addition problem? You can find out on PS11Showme! These videos are written and created by our 
amazing teachers and they are great resource for families. Click HERE for a tutorial on how to use our PS11Showme website. 
 
Click HERE to see the FAQ page on both HOP and SHOW ME. 
 
Finally, we know that you want to be connected to your child’s daily learning.  I can assure you that we are working very hard to make 
sure you are more connected than ever before. Over the next several months, we will be piloting some structures for how to get you 
the information that you need. Many of our teachers have already started. If you haven’t already, shortly you will be hearing from 
your classroom teacher about how he/she is going to be sharing classroom information on a weekly basis. This is pilot. We are trying 
out many different avenues for communication so your patience is so greatly appreciated.  This communication will replace our 
monthly newsletters. Information about our curriculum plans can be found in the Year in a Life documents (for each grade) HERE.  
 
It’s a very exciting time at PS 11 and I am so happy to be sharing it with all of you. As always, thank you for your continued support! 
 
Bob Bender 
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